
To Behold Your God 
 
 
The past 3 weeks we saw the importance of not being distracted by: prosperity, suffering, idols 

We must keep out focus on God.  We are to behold our God.  How do we do that?   
We often need to pause and see God more clearly as revealed in his Word. 
As God reveals himself, he also redeems his people through his Son. 
Today, as with each Sunday, we exalt the Lord for who he is and what he has done 

 
PRAY 
 
Do you truly want to see the greatness of God?  
Isaiah 40:9 “Behold your God!”  

I'm getting up on a mountain. 
There are many great passages throughout the Bible where God displays himself in a 
spectacular revelation 
 Ex 5, 19, 34, 40     Is 6 

 
Next 2 weeks we are going to stop and feast on this passage: 
Isaiah 43 

Context  
 
 
First words given 

“But now”  Here is a classic scene.   Henry V reading  
“What see you in those papers that makes your face lose so much complexion”  

We bring these feelings, actions and thoughts when we think of our walk with God when we 
have done things wrong.     

    
I know what it is like to be in trouble. 
Corrective Action Notice – talking without permission, goals not set, homework not done, sick notice 

 I got what I deserved- 50 minutes of detention. 
words of judgment again? No. We have “comfort” not judgment, deliverance and salvation  

see also Rom 3:21 
What great words to a weary heart 
 They have pain in the past- focus now is on who they belong to  
 These will not be empty words or inspirational cliché form Chicken soup for the Soul 
  The focus is on this Definite and definitive timeless truth- who they belong to 
Synonymous parallelism each develops the other progressive  

Created- shaped and Jacob- Israel     
Created -speaks of our origin. 
Shaped - speaks of our character.   

A rock is created and then shaped on the shore 
Who we are is defined and determined by our Creator. 
   Not by circumstances, or your assessment.  =stapler  
  Self image is based upon these truths:  these can never be taken away  
   Created Loved  Chosen  Redeemed   Inheritance 
 Jacob-  

Israel-   Nation and a people created instantaneously by God 
This is a term for God's people, that's us, the children of God, the followers of Christ 
This is not a letter with no name 



 
First words spoken  

“Fear not” – losing identity as people. Even more ‘did we even have that?’   
In your fear know my saving acts 
Redeemed- reference to Egyptian bondage 
Called you- Israel was His chosen one 
  

First claim 
“you are mine”  
Our assurance is summarized in this claim, ‘you are mine’ (22x alone in Is),  

Israel’s covenant relationship   We belong to him we now have assurance  
  we belong to Him 
 what defines me is not that I am guilty but that I am His. 
 
Dear Christian  
Behold your God who created you loves saves and calls you his own. 
  
 
 
Now to the next verse… 
when you pass through the waters. 
At first reading it would be nice if it was said, it is just a dream, you will float above it all. 
 
Far better than the removal of troubled times, or the escaping of trials of any kind, is the 
greatest thing: God is with you. 
 
When storm comes- feel like no foundation. Easy to believe lies that thunder in.  Be moved by 
waves of circumstances.   
Blind fold and find exit    When darkness comes do not forget what you saw in the light. 
When the darkness comes, do not forget what we know about God found in His Word. 
Dear Christian  
Behold your God who will never leave you or forsake you. 
 
  
 
 
Why?  Why do we get this?  Why am I not a part of the lost tribe? 
  Who am I that I would be bestowed such blessings? 
 “for” – casual- because v.2  was temporal “when” 
 Why?  God’s reason is himself.  He declares it 5 times with 5 names. 
 I am    independent first person pronoun 
 Yahweh the LORD the deliverers name Ex. 3:14 
 Your God covenant aspect 
 Holy one of Israel  25x in Isaiah only 6 in rest of OT 
   Otherness- transcendent (explain this word) power to save 
 Savior  47x in Isaiah, one who steps in when unable to help himself 
 

Ransom has the meaning that involved the exchange of money to buy something back. 
Give other nations to the Persian Empire.  The Persians invaded Egypt and then 
controlled Cush. 
For God there is not price too high to pay for his own.   



 
  
 
 
How do we behold our great God? 
40:9-11 

We need to climb higher. "Get yourself up on a high mountain" is about perspective.  
"Here is your God!"   
We must give full attention to God's greatness and receive the truth of His Word. 
In our inability to recognize God  

 
40:3-5 
A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD… 
And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together 
 
Of the many great passages throughout the Bible where God displays himself in a spectacular 
revelation, the greatest is not found in a passage but a person. 
 
John 1:14 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
What is the only way to behold our great God?  Through Jesus. 
 
We lose sight of God when we spend so much energy seeking freedom and consumed by 
issues.  God is working in historical forces (like Persia) to fulfill his plan. 
   
Isaiah 43 speaks of the greatness of God’s character and the greatness of His work of salvation 
 
The ultimate salvation and the final payment for our sins is found in Christ who knew no sin. 
 
Why me? Who are we that we would be the few chosen 
Do you know these things?   Verse 10.  Know 
Do you want freedom?     
Freedom for your family? 
Behold your great God and surrender your total life Jesus. 
 


